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APPARATUS AND METHOD FOR
PROVIDING SEARCH SCREEN

CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application claims priority under 35 U.S.C.
119 and 35 U.S.C. 365 to Korean Patent Application No.
10-2008-0031978 (filed on 7 Apr. 2008), which is hereby
incorporated by reference in its entirety.

BACKGROUND

The present embodiment relates to a display apparatus, and
more particularly, to an apparatus and a method for providing
a search screen on which search and management for each
data is facilitated by sorting a large amount of data using a
virtual folder.

Inrecent, diverse sorts of contents such as TV broadcasting
programs, video clips, music, e-mails and electronic books,
etc. have been provided in a display apparatus. Also, there has
been an explosive increase in the number of the provided
contents.

The contents may have been provided from diverse sources
and the applicability of the contents has also been consider-
ably increased.

For example, the number of television channels that can be
applied in most countries have been considerably increased
for the past few years, and viewers can receive several tens or
several hundreds of different TV broadcasting channels.
Also, the TV broadcasting channels are provided from differ-
ent broadcasting stations and sources, wherein these are com-
municated through diverse media including terrestrial wire-
less broadcasting, cable distributions or satellite
broadcastings.

Similarly, there has been an explosive increase in the num-
ber of applicable wireless channels, wherein they are pro-
vided through different media such as satellite broadcastings,
digital terrestrial broadcasting and cable distributions, and an
internet.

Also, the contents may be provided from a non-broadcast
related storage apparatus such as a CD (CD-DA), a video CD,
and DVD-video, etc. Also, the increase in electronic commu-
nication causes an increase in distribution and change of
electronic contents such as electronic books, e-mails, docu-
ments, and audio files, etc.

Meanwhile, as shown in FIG. 1, a search screen generally
provided is provided based on the sort conditions designated
when data is originally stored. Here, the search screen
includes a first region 100 on which the sort of storage media
currently connected are displayed, a second region 101 on
which icons of files and/or folders stored in a specific storage
medium of the storage media displayed on the first region
100, selected by a user, are displayed, and a third region 102
on which information on specific files and/or folders of the
files and/or folders displayed on the second region 101, cur-
rently highlighted, are displayed.

However, there has been an explosive increase in the
amount of the applicable contents item, contents source and
storage apparatus, an impractical problem arises in that a lots
of time is rendered for searching a specific data from the
search screen provided as above. Also, when a user stores a
specific data in an incorrect folder, it may be difficult to find
the corresponding data.
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Therefore, there is a demand for a method to facilitate the
search for specific data by efficiently sorting a large amount of
data.

SUMMARY

An object of the present embodiment is to provide a search
screen on which a search for specific contents is facilitated in
a display apparatus that playbacks diverse sorts of contents
(moving pictures, MP3, photos, and texts).

Also, the present embodiment allows the data stored in a
storage medium according to the sort of data to be sorted and
disposed.

Thetechnical problems to be accomplished in the proposed
embodiment are not limited to the technical problems as
described above, but other technical problems not described
may be clearly understood by those skilled in the art from the
technical field set forth herein.

In order to accomplish the above object, according to the
present embodiment, there is provided an apparatus for pro-
viding a search screen comprising: a data communication unit
that performs a data communication with a storage medium in
which at least one data is stored; a control unit that analyzes
types of data for the at least one data provided through the data
communication unit and sorts the provided at least one data
based on the analyzed types of data; and a search screen
generation unit that generates a search screen for the at least
one data sorted based on the types of data, wherein the search
screen generation unit generates virtual folders correspond-
ing to the types of data and disposes the data corresponding
thereto in the virtual folders for generated each type of data.

According to the present embodiment, there is provided a
method for providing a search screen comprising: analyzing
at least one data stored in a specific storage medium and
confirming the type of data; grouping the same type of data
into one group based on the confirmed type of data; generat-
ing a data search screen grouped for each type of data; and
displaying the generated data search screen.

According to the present embodiment, there is provided a
data search interface, which is provided as an OSD screen of
a display apparatus so that specific data can be searched
according to the types of data stored in a selected storage
medium, comprising: a first region on which icon information
for the storage medium selected by a user of icon information
onthe entire storage media connected to the display apparatus
is highlighted; a second region on which virtual folder icons
generated corresponding to the types of data stored in the
selected storage medium are displayed; and a third region on
which preview information on data existing in the specific
virtual folder of the virtual folder icons displayed on the
second region, having a search cursor, is displayed.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a view showing a search screen provided in a
general display apparatus;

FIG. 2 is a view showing a constitution of an apparatus for
providing a search screen according to the present embodi-
ment;

FIGS. 3, 4, 5 and 6 are views showing examples of a data
search screen according to the present embodiment;

FIGS. 7, 8 and 9 are views showing examples of screens on
which data search conditions are set according to the present
embodiment; and

FIGS. 10, 11 and 12 are flowcharts showing a method for
providing a search screen according to the present embodi-
ment in steps.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE
EMBODIMENTS

FIG. 2 is a view showing a constitution of an apparatus for
providing a search screen according to the present embodi-
ment.

The apparatus for providing the search screen includes a
data communication unit 200, an operation unit 201, an audio
signal processing unit 202, an audio output unit 203, a video
signal processing unit 204, a display unit 205, a control unit
206 and a search screen generation unit 207.

The data communication unit 200 is connected to a storage
medium in which data is stored to perform interface with the
connected storage medium.

Here, the storage medium may be general memory card
(MMC, SD, MC, SMC, and SF, etc.) and may also be a hard
disk (HDD) that is a mass storage medium and a server in
which shared data is stored.

Also, moving image data, still image data, audio data and
text data may be included in the data stored in the storage
medium.

In other words, still image data captured using a digital
camera may be encoded as JPEG, TIFF, and BMP, etc. to be
stored in the storage medium by way of example. In addition,
data in a text type transmitted through a PC may also be stored
in the storage medium and movie or music data provided
through diverse devices including a server may also be stored
therein.

Therefore, the data communication unit 200 includes a
USB interface, a LAN interface and a HDD interface, etc.

The operation unit 201, which is a device that obtains a
requirement instruction from a user, may include key buttons
or an enter key for executing data search or setting data search
conditions, etc.

Here, the operation unit 201 may be implemented as a
touch screen module, a key input module, and a remote
receiving module using a wireless communication such as a
UV communication.

The touch screen module may be implemented on a display
unit 205 to be described later, the key input module may be
implemented by having function keys that set various func-
tions of a TV on which a camera is mounted, and the remote
receiving module serves to transfer diverse button signals
input through a remote controller to a control unit 206.

At this time, when the operation unit 201 is implemented
using the touch screen module, the function keys may be input
using fingers or a touch pen, etc.

The audio signal processing unit 202 allows audio signals
output through the data communication unit 200 to be signal-
processed so that the audio signals can be output through the
audio output unit 203.

At this time, the audio signal processing unit 202 may
include an AC-3 decoder that decrypts and outputs audio
signals of the output from the data communication unit 200,
and a D/A converter that receives the output of the AC-3
decoder to convert it into analog signals.

The video signal processing unit 204 allows video signals
output through the data communication unit 200 to be signal-
processed so that the video signals can be displayed through
a display unit 205.

At this time, the video signal processing unit 204 includes
a MPEG-2 decoder and a scaler that converts the video data to
conform to vertical frequency, resolution, and screen ratio,
etc. that conform to the output standard of the display unit
205.

Here, the display unit 205 can be applied to diverse type of
display modules, such as digital light processing (DLP), a
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liquid crystal display (LCD), a plasma display panel (PDP),
an organic light emitting diodes (OLED), etc.

The control unit 206 analyzes data stored in a specific
storage medium of the storage media connected through the
data communication unit 200, selected through the operation
unit201, and comprehends the types of data for the respective
data stored in the storage medium.

Also, the control unit 206 sorts data stored in the storage
medium according to the comprehended type of data.

Here, as the types of data, there are moving image data, still
image data, music data, and text data.

Therefore, the control unit 206 analyzes additional infor-
mation of the respective data provided through the data com-
munication unit 200 and determines the types of the corre-
sponding data based on the analyzed additional information.

The additional information provided through the data com-
munication unit 200 includes names, sizes, generation dates
and types, etc. of the corresponding data, and the control unit
206 determines the types of the respective data using type
information included in the additional information.

In addition, the control unit 206 determines the type of the
respective data by analyzing extensions for the provided data.

In other words, according to the respective types of data,
the extensions corresponding thereto are different so that the
control unit 206 determines the types of the respective data
using the extensions.

As the extensions for the still image data, there are MBP,
JPG, GIF, PCX and PNG, etc., as the extensions for the music
data, there are WAV, MP3, WMA, ASF, and OGG, etc., as the
extensions for the moving image data, there are MPEG, AVI,
WMV, ASX, MOV, MP4, K3G, SWF, SKM, SVI, and VOB,
etc, and as the extensions for the text data, there are HWP,
DOC, and TXT, etc.

The search screen generation unit 207 generates a data
search screen on which the data stored in the storage medium
according to the types of data determined through the control
unit 206 are sorted, respectively.

The search screen generation unit 207 generates virtual
folders corresponding to the number of types of data deter-
mined through the control unit 206 and disposes the types of
data corresponding to the generated folders, respectively.

In other words, if the number of the types of data deter-
mined through the control unit 206 is three, the search screen
generation unit 207 generates three virtual folders thereof
corresponding to the number of the types of data. In this
manner, if the number of the types of data is four, the search
screen generation unit 207 generates four virtual folders.

For example, if there are moving image data, still image
data, music data and text data in the type of data determined
through the control unit 206, the search screen generation unit
207 generates a virtual folder (Movie folder) corresponding
to the type of moving image data, a virtual folder (Picture
folder) corresponding to the type of still image data, a virtual
folder (Music folder) corresponding to the type of music data,
and a virtual folder (Text folder) corresponding to the type of
text data, respectively.

And, in the virtual folders according to the types of the
respective generated data, data corresponding thereto are dis-
posed by the search screen generation unit 207.

In other words, the data according to the type of moving
image data is disposed in the generated Movie folder, the data
according to the type of still image data is disposed in the
generated Picture folder, the data according to the type of
music data is disposed in the generated Music folder, and the
data according to the type of text image data is disposed in the
generated Text folder.
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Therefore, all of data stored in the storage medium are
sorted according to the types of data, respectively, to be dis-
posed in the virtual folders optionally generated.

Hereinafter, the operations of the control unit 206 and the
search screen generation unit 207 will be described in more
detail with reference to the accompanying drawings.

FIG. 3 is a view showing an example of a data search screen
according to the present embodiment.

Referring to FIG. 3, the search screen generated through
the search screen generation unit 207 includes a first region
300 on which icon information on a storage medium of icon
information on entire storage media currently connected,
selected by a user, is highlighted to be displayed, a second
region 301 on which virtual folder icons generated corre-
sponding to the types of data stored in the selected storage
medium and icons for actual folder items are displayed, and a
third region 304 on which preview information on data exist-
ing in a specific virtual folder of the virtual folder icons
displayed on the second region 301, having a search cursor,
and additional information of data existing in a specific actual
folder of the actual folder items, having a search cursor, are
displayed.

On the first region 300, the icon information on all the
storage media currently connected are displayed, wherein
icon information of the displayed icon information, selected
by a user, oricon information on a specific storage medium on
which the search cursor is positioned is highlighted to be
displayed.

In other words, through FIG. 3, it can be appreciated that
there are an internal storage medium Internal and an external
storage medium USB in the storage media currently con-
nected, wherein the external storage medium USB is the
storage medium currently selected by the user.

The second region 301 includes a virtual folder region 302
on which virtual folder information optionally generated
according to the types of data is displayed, and an actual
folder region 303 on which information on folders actually
exist in the corresponding storage media is displayed.

In the virtual folder region 302, there is the number of
folders corresponding to the number of types of data existing
in the selected storage medium.

In other words, through FIG. 3, it can be appreciated that in
the storage medium currently connected, there are a total of
four types of data, wherein there are moving image data, still
image data, music data and text data.

Therefore, on the virtual folder region 302, a Movie folder
icon, a Picture folder icon, a Music folder icon, and a Text
folder icon, corresponding to the types of data, are displayed,
respectively.

At this time, the icon items that are displayed on the virtual
folder region 302 may be increased or decreased according to
the types of data existing in the currently selected storage
medium.

On the actual folder region 303, the icon information on
folders actually existing within the storage medium is dis-
played.

In other words, if all the data existing in the storage
medium are stored in a folder “The Others’ only the icon
information on the folder ‘The Others’ is displayed on the
actual folder region 303. Also, as shown in FIG. 3, the icon
information on folders such as ‘07 Travel’ and ‘08 Travel’
may be displayed.

Also, the icon information on a specific folder of the icon
items displayed on the second region 301, having a search
cursor, is highlighted to be displayed.
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On the third region 304, information corresponding to the
specific icon of the icon information displayed on the second
region 301, having a present search cursor, is displayed.

In other words, when the present search cursor is posi-
tioned on the specific virtual folder displayed on the second
region 301, preview information on data existing in the cor-
responding virtual folder is displayed on the third region 304.

Also, when the present search cursor is positioned on the
specific actual folder displayed on the second region 301,
subfolder information existing in the actual folder and/or
information on a file are displayed on the third region 304.

In other words, when a subfolder exists in the actual folder
on which the search cursor is positioned, information on the
number of subfolders existing in the actual folder is displayed
and information on the number of data existing in the actual
folder is also displayed.

For example, as shown in FIG. 3, when the present search
cursor is positioned on the Picture folder item, only the pre-
view video for the still image type of data is displayed on the
third region 304.

Also, as shown in FIG. 4, when the present search cursor is
positioned on the Movie folder item, only the preview video
for the moving image type of data is displayed on the third
region 401.

Also, as shown in FIG. 5, when the present search cursor is
positioned on the Music folder item, only the preview video
for the music type of data is displayed on the third region 501.

At this time, in the respective virtual folders, data accord-
ing to the corresponding types of data do not actually exist but
link information corresponding to actual positions of the cor-
responding data that executes the respective data exists.

Also, as shown in FIG. 6, when the present search cursor is
positioned on an actual folder item (‘07 Travel”), information
on the number of folders and on the number of subfolders
existing in the actual folder (‘07 Travel’) are displayed on the
third region 601.

As described above, on the data search screen provided
according to the present embodiment, a search is performed
by sorting data according to the types of data, making it
possible to provide consistency and convenience of User
Interface for data search.

Also, in an apparatus for providing a search screen accord-
ing to another embodiment, a user can optionally set display
conditions of the data search screen.

FIGS. 7, 8 and 9 are views showing examples of menu
screens for setting data search conditions.

If an instruction on the setting of the data search condition
is obtained through the operation unit 201, the control unit
206 displays a data search condition setting screen 700 as
shown in FIG. 7.

On the data search condition setting screen, items through
which conditions for the data search can be set are displayed.

Here, the data search condition includes a data type con-
dition and a folder condition.

The data type condition is a condition for setting a specific
data type to be searched, and the folder condition is a condi-
tion for setting a specific folder to be searched.

At this time, when a specific condition is set on the data
search condition setting screen, a detailed search condition
setting screen that can set detailed conditions for the set
specific condition is displayed.

For example, when the condition of data type is set on the
data search condition setting screen, the detailed search con-
dition setting screen that selects a specific type of data of all
the types of data is displayed.

In other words, as shown in FIG. 8, a setting screen 800 on
which the type of audio data, the type of still image data, the
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type of moving image data, and the type of text data can be
selected, respectively, is displayed, and wherein at least one
type of data to be searched can be selected on the displayed
setting screen.

At this time, the described type of data is optionally des-
ignated for explanation of the present embodiment, and it is
obvious that any types of data other than the described type of
data can be substantially added.

Therefore, the control unit 206 confirms data belonging to
the selected specific type of data and allows only the con-
firmed data to be sorted from data belonging to other types
thereof.

Also, the search screen generation unit 207 generates only
the virtual folder according to the selected type of data and
disposes data corresponding thereto in the generated virtual
folder.

For example, when the type of moving image data is set on
the detailed search condition setting screen, the control unit
206 confirms and sorts the moving image type of data of the
data stored in the storage medium.

And, the search screen generation unit 207 generates only
the virtual folder (Movie folder) corresponding to the moving
image type and disposes the moving image type of data sorted
through the control unit 206 in the generated virtual folder.

In conclusion, in the search screen according to one
embodiment, the virtual folders are generated according to
the number of data existing in the storage medium, however,
in the search screen according to another embodiment, the
virtual folders are generated according to the number of the
data types to be set.

Also, when the folder conditions are set on the data search
condition setting screen, the detailed search condition setting
screen for selecting only a specific folder of all the folders
existing in the storage medium is displayed.

In other words, as shown in FIG. 9, all folder information
(‘07 Travel’, ‘08 Travel’ and ‘The Others’) existing in the
corresponding storage medium is displayed on the detailed
search condition setting screen 900, and a user selects his or
her desired specific folder from the displayed folder informa-
tion.

Also, when the folder item ‘The Others’ is selected, the
control unit 206 sorts only the data existing in the folder ‘The
Others’ according to the types of data. And, the search screen
generation unit 207 generates virtual folders corresponding to
the number of the types of data sorted through the control unit
206 and disposes the types of data corresponding thereto in
the generated virtual folders.

As described above, another embodiment provides conve-
nience that a user can easily search only his or her desired
specific type of data or the data existing in the specific folder.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart explaining a method for providing a
search screen of an apparatus for a search screen according to
the present embodiment in steps.

Referring to FIG. 10, in the method for providing the
search screen according to the present embodiment, a storage
medium to be searched is first selected (S101). In other words,
a specific storage medium of storage media currently con-
nected, desired to be searched, is selected.

Continuously, the data existing in the selected storage
medium is analyzed to confirm the types of the respective data
(8102). In other words, the types of data are confirmed using
additional information of the respective data existing in the
storage medium or the types of data are confirmed using
extension information of the respective data.

And, all the data stored in the storage medium is sorted
based on the confirmed type of data (S103). In other words,
the data confirmed as the moving image type are grouped into
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one group, and the data confirmed as the still image type are
grouped into one group. In this manner, data other than the
above are grouped into each type of the same data.

Continuously, virtual folders corresponding to the number
of the confirmed types of data are generated (S104). In other
words, if the number of the confirmed types of data is four,
four virtual folders are generated, and if the number of the
types of the confirmed data is three, three virtual folders are
generated.

And, the data grouped into each type of the same data are
disposed in the virtual folders generated corresponding to the
number of the types of data, respectively (S105). In other
words, the moving image type of data that are grouped into
one group are disposed in the virtual folder corresponding
thereto, and the still image type of data that are grouped into
one group are disposed in the virtual folder corresponding
thereto.

Continuously, a data search screen that is sorted according
to the types of data through the virtual folders is generated
(8106).

FIG. 11 is a flowchart explaining FIG. 10 in more detail.

Referring to FIG. 11, first the type of data for a first data of
data existing in the storage medium selected in the step S101
is confirmed (S201). For example, the first data may be a first
ranked data of data existing in a first ranked folder determined
according to folder names, determined according to data
names.

Continuously, the confirmed type of data is confirmed
whether it is a moving image type (5202).

And, as aresult of the confirmation (S202), if the confirmed
type of data is the moving image type, a Movie virtual folder
is generated and the data confirmed as the moving image type
is stored in the generated Movie virtual folder (S203). Here,
the generation process of the virtual folder is performed only
when a virtual folder corresponding to the type of data does
not exist. Also, when the virtual folder corresponding to the
type of data exists, the data confirmed as the moving image
type is stored in the generated virtual folder.

Continuously, as a result of the confirmation (S202), if the
confirmed type of data is not the moving image type, it is
confirmed whether the type of data is a still image type
(S204).

And, as aresult of the confirmation (S204), if the confirmed
type of data is the still image type, a Picture virtual folder is
generated and the data confirmed as the still image type is
stored in the generated Picture virtual folder (S205). Here, the
generation process of the virtual folder is performed only
when a virtual folder corresponding to the type of data does
not exist. Also, when the virtual folder corresponding to the
type of data exists, the data confirmed as the still image type
is stored in the generated virtual folder.

Continuously, as a result of the confirmation (S204), if the
confirmed type of data is not the still image type, it is con-
firmed whether the type of data is a music type (5206).

And, as aresult of the confirmation (S206), if the confirmed
type of data is the music type, a Music virtual folder is
generated and the data confirmed as the music type is stored
in the generated Music virtual folder (S207). Here, the gen-
eration process of the virtual folder is performed only when a
virtual folder corresponding to the type of data does not exist.
Also, when the virtual folder corresponding to the type of data
exists, the data confirmed as the music type is stored in the
generated virtual folder.

Continuously, as a result of the confirmation (S262), if the
confirmed type of data is not the music type, it is confirmed
whether the type of data is a text type (S208).
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And, as aresult of the confirmation (S208), if the confirmed
type of data is the text type, a Text virtual folder is generated
and the data confirmed as the text type is stored in the gener-
ated Text virtual folder (S209). Here, the generation process
of the virtual folder is performed only when a virtual folder
corresponding to the type of data does not exist. Also, when
the virtual folder corresponding to the type of data exists, the
data confirmed as the text type is stored in the generated
virtual folder.

Continuously, it is determined whether the types of all data
existing in the selected storage medium are confirmed (S210).

And, as result of the determination (S210), if the types of
all data are confirmed, the method for providing the search
screen is ended, and if the types of all data are not confirmed,
it is returned to the step (S201) by selecting data after con-
firming thereof.

FIG. 12 is a flowchart explaining a method for providing a
search screen according to another embodiment in steps.

Referring to FIG. 12, in the method for providing the
search screen according to another embodiment, a specific
storage medium to be searched is first selected (S301).

Continuously, it is determined whether a data search con-
dition is set (S302).

And, as a result of the determination (S302), if the data
search condition is not set, it enters the step (S102), and if the
data search condition is set, it is determined whether the set
data search condition is a data type condition (S303).

Continuously, as a result of the determination (S303), if the
set data search condition is the data type condition, only the
data of the data existing in the storage medium, belonging to
the set data type, is separately sorted (S304). For example, if
the set data type condition is a moving image type, only the
moving image type of data of the data existing in the storage
medium are grouped into one group and are sorted to be
distinguished from data other than the data.

And, only avirtual folder corresponding to the set data type
condition is generated and the separately sorted data are dis-
posed in the generated virtual folder (S035). For example, if
the set data type condition is a moving image type, only a
Movie virtual folder is generated and then the separately
sorted data in the generated Movie virtual folder.

Continuously, a data search screen on which only the data
belonging to the specific data type are sorted through the
virtual folder is generated (S306).

Also, as a result of the determination (S303), if the set data
search condition is not the data type condition, it is deter-
mined whether the set data search condition is a folder con-
dition (S307).

Continuously, as a result of the determination (S307), if the
set data search condition is the folder condition, only the data
of the data existing in the storage medium, existing in the set
specific folder, are sorted based on the data type (S308). In
other words, the data confirmed as the moving image type are
grouped as one group, and the data confirmed as the still
image type are grouped as one group. Also, the sorting pro-
cess is performed only on the set specific folders.

Continuously, virtual folders corresponding to the number
of'the types of the grouped data are generated (S309). In other
words, if the number of the confirmed types of data is four,
four virtual folders are generated, and if the number of the
confirmed types of data is three, three virtual folders are
generated.

And, the data grouped into each type of the same data are
disposed in the virtual folders generated corresponding to the
number of the types of the data, respectively (S310). In other
words, the moving image type of data that are grouped into
one group are disposed in the virtual folder corresponding
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thereto, and the still image type of data that are grouped into
one group are disposed in the virtual folder corresponding
thereto.

Continuously, a data search screen on which data are sorted
according to the types of data only for the specific folders,
respectively, is generated (S311).

The foregoing description is only to exemplarily illustrate
the technical idea of the present invention and various amend-
ments and modifications will be possible by those skilled in
the art, not being out of the scope, technical idea and other
objects of the present invention. Accordingly, the embodi-
ments of the present invention are merely provided to more
clearly understand the present invention, not to limit the tech-
nical idea of the present invention, and the scope of the
technical idea of the present invention is not limited by these
embodiments. The protection scope of the present invention
should be defined by the following claims, and all the tech-
nical ideas within the scope equivalent to the appended claims
will be construed as being included in the claims of the
present invention.

Although embodiments have been described with refer-
ence to a number of illustrative embodiments thereof, it
should be understood that numerous other modifications and
embodiments can be devised by those skilled in the art that
will fall within the spirit and scope of the principles of this
disclosure. More particularly, various variations and modifi-
cations are possible in the component parts and/or arrange-
ments of the subject combination arrangement within the
scope of the disclosure, the drawings and the appended
claims. In addition to variations and modifications in the
component parts and/or arrangements, alternative uses will
also be apparent to those skilled in the art.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus for providing a search screen, the apparatus

comprising:

a storage medium;

an operation to obtain an instruction for executing a file
search or setting a file search condition;

a data communication unit to perform a data communica-
tion with the storage medium in which one or more files
are stored;

a control unit to sort the one or more files based on a type
of the file;

a search screen generation unit to generate a search screen
for the one or more files sorted based on the type of file;
and

a display unit to display the search screen and a search
condition setting screen,

wherein the search screen includes:

a first region displaying a first icon representing an internal
storage media of the apparatus and displaying a second
icon representing an external storage media connected
to the apparatus,

a second region including virtual folder icons and actual
folder icons, wherein each virtual folder icon corre-
sponds to each type of file stored in the internal storage
media or external storage media corresponding to a
selected first or second icon in the first display region,
and wherein each actual folder icon corresponds to each
folder stored in the internal storage media or external
storage media corresponding to the selected first or sec-
ond icon in the first display region, and

a third region displaying thumbnail information on a
selected virtual folder in the second display region,

wherein the search screen generation unit groups the one or
more files included on the selected internal or external
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storage media into the virtual folder icons such that each
corresponding virtual folder icon points only to the same
type of file,

wherein when one icon is selected among the first icon and
the second icon, the control unit generates the virtual
folder icons corresponding to the number of types of the
one or more files stored in the storage media correspond-
ing to the selected one icon,

wherein the number of virtual folders is changed according
to the number of the types of the one or more files stored
in the storage media corresponding to the selected one
icon,

wherein the search condition setting screen includes:

afile type condition to set a specific file type to be searched,
and

a folder type condition to set a specific folder to be
searched,

wherein a detailed search condition setting screen to select
a specific type of file among all the types of files is
provided when the file type condition is set on the search
condition setting screen,

wherein, when the specific type of file is selected, the
control unit creates a single virtual folder including only
the specific type of files,

wherein all actual folders stored in the selected internal or
external storage media is provided when the folder type
condition is set on the search condition setting screen,
and

wherein, when one folder among all actual folders is
selected, the control unit creates the virtual folder icons
corresponding to data included on the internal storage
media or external storage media.

2. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein the virtual

folder icons include a music virtual folder icon pointing only
to music files, a still image folder icon pointing only to still
image files, a moving folder icon pointing only to moving
image files, and a text folder icons pointing to only text files.

3. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein if an

instruction on a specific folder to be sorted through a user’s
operation is obtained through the operation unit, the control
unit performs only a sorting on the specific folders obtained
by the operation unit based on the type of file.

4. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein an actual

folder icon for the storage medium highlighted on the first
region is further included in the second region.

5. The apparatus according to claim 4, wherein information

on the number of files and the number of subfolders for the
actual folder selected in the second region is further included
in the third region.

6. The apparatus according to claim 1, wherein if a specific

type of file is selected through the operation unit, the control
unit confirms files belonging to the selected specific type of
file and allows only the confirmed file to be sorted from files
belonging to other types thereof, and

wherein the search screen generation unit generates only a
virtual folder corresponding to the selected specific type
of file and disposes the confirmed file corresponding
thereto in the virtual folder for the generated specific
type of file.

7. A method of searching and displaying files, the method

comprising:

obtaining, via an operation unit, an instruction for execut-
ing a file search or setting a file search condition;

performing, via a data communication unit, a data commu-
nication with a storage medium in which one or more
files are stored;
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sorting, via a control unit, the one or more files based on a
type of file;

generating, via a search screen generation unit, a search
screen for the one or more files sorted based on the type
of file; and

displaying, via a display unit, the search screen and a
search condition setting screen,

wherein the search screen includes:

a first region displaying a first icon representing an internal
storage media of the apparatus and displaying a second
icon representing an external storage media connected
to the apparatus,

a second region including virtual folder icons and actual
folder icons, wherein each virtual folder icon corre-
sponds to each type of file stored in the internal storage
media or external storage media corresponding to a
selected first or second icon in the first display region,
and wherein each actual folder icon corresponds to each
folder stored in the internal storage media or external
storage media corresponding to the selected first or sec-
ond icon in the first display region, and

a third region displaying thumbnail information on a
selected virtual folder in the second display region,

wherein the generating step groups the data included on the
selected internal or external storage media into the vir-
tual folder icons such that each corresponding virtual
folder icon points only to the same type of file,

wherein when one icon is selected among the first icon and
the second icon, the control unit generates the virtual
folder icons corresponding to the number of types of the
one or more files stored in the storage media correspond-
ing to the selected one icon,

wherein the number of virtual folders is changed according
to the number of the types of the one or more files stored
in the storage media corresponding to the selected one
icon,

wherein the search condition setting screen includes:

afile type condition to set a specific file type to be searched,
and

a folder type condition to set a specific folder to be
searched,

wherein a detailed search condition setting screen to select
a specific type of file among all the types of files is
provided when the file type condition is set on the search
condition setting screen,

wherein, when the specific type of file is selected, the
method further comprises creating a single virtual folder
including only the specific type of files,

wherein all actual folders stored in the selected internal or
external storage media is provided when the folder type
condition is set on the search condition setting screen,
and

wherein, when one folder among all actual folders is
selected, the method further comprises creating the vir-
tual folder icons corresponding to data included on the
internal storage media or external storage media.

8. The method according to claim 7, wherein the virtual
folder icons include a music virtual folder icon pointing only
to music files, a still image folder icon pointing only to still
image files, a moving folder icon pointing only to moving
image files, and a text folder icons pointing to only text files.

9. The method according to claim 7, wherein if an instruc-
tion on a specific folder to be sorted through a user’s operation
is obtained through the operation unit, the performing step
performs only a sorting on the specific folders obtained by the
operation unit based on the type of file.
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10. The method according to claim 7, wherein an actual
folder icon for the storage medium highlighted on the first
region is further included in the second region.

11. The method according to claim 10, wherein informa-
tion on the number of files and the number of subfolders for s
the actual folder selected in the second region is further
included in the third region.

12. The method according to claim 7, wherein if a specific
type of file is selected through the operation unit, the method
further comprises confirming files belonging to the selected 10
specific type of file and allows only the confirmed file to be
sorted from files belonging to other types thereof, generating
only a virtual folder corresponding to the selected specific
type of file, and disposing the confirmed file corresponding
thereto in the virtual folder for the generated specific type of 15
file.



